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However, there are several features in Laura's Law that hamper to its implementation in 
Los Angeles County. The limitations include: 

1. Lack of State Funding - The legislation did not include any dedicated funds for 
implementation of ADT. Given the State of California's current fiscal condition 
and the subsequent cuts that county mental health departments have received , 
increasing the size of an intensive program such as AOT is difficult; 

2. Restriction on County's Use of MHSA Funds and other funding sources -
Restrictions preclude county mental health departments from supplanting or 
reducing other mental health services to fund AOT; and 

3. Administrative Burden - Although LACDMH staff has worked with the courts to 
improve the process to place a person in the AOT program, it is still a lengthy 
and expensive process. Persons who do not comply with an AOT order may 
only be evaluated for a further hold under Welfare and Institutions Code 5150 . 
No other court based mechanisms are available for providing treatment to 
individuals who may meet AOT criteria but not 5150 criteria and refuse to comply 
with the AOT order. An AOT order itself may not be effective enough to produce 
compliance given the law provides few mechanisms for enforcement. An AOT 
order for treatment does not include authority for administration of medications 
involuntarily; an additional hearing and order by the court is needed prior to 
involuntary administration of medication. 

Laura's Law is scheduled to sunset on January 1, 2013, provided that no legislative 
action is taken to extend the date. 

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors 
support an extension of Laura's Law with the following amendments to support the 
County's implementation of an effective AOT program: 

1. Include State implementation funds for AOT; 

2. Allow more flexibility by county mental health departments in the provision of 
AOT services by changing the requirement to provide the same services to 
individuals not in AOT; and 

3. Streamline and facilitate the administrativellegal processes for admission, 
readmission and ongoing adequate treatment including the administration of 
medication. 
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